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A METHODOLOGY FOR 


This original work aims to place research 
procedures in a theoretical context and to 
work out a methodology for research in the 
social sciences, It elaborates upon the im- 
plications of the proposition that the scien- 
tist is a variable in the research design and 
illuminates the key areas of controversy re- 
garding the application of research tools. 
The researcher is also seen as a variable in 
the course of the research. The book ex- 
amines the nature of theory and theory con- 
struction and demonstrates that certain 
kinds of research procedures are far more 
compatible with particular kinds of theoreti- 
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cal systems than with others. Stresses the 
fact that science is a social enterprise and 
that research procedures are social norms. 
Examines the research process from a soci- 
ology-of-knowledge perspective, clarifying and 
objectifying a wide variety of research pro- 
cedures, with special attention to the ideal 
vs. the actual norms. Analyzes in a method- 
ological context the question of ethics in 
scientific investigation. Considers the selec- 
tion of the research problem and the dif- 
fusion of findings as basic methodological 
issues. 
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“Zeisel has completely revised his already 
excellent SAY IT WITH FIGURES bringing 
it up to date without losing its original 
freshness. For getting a solid start on pre- 
senting statistical data and a readable source 
for learning about causal analysis, a student 
will find Zeisel’s book unique. By applying 
useful general principles to genuine data and 
discussing these illustrations with brevity and 
humor, Zeisel brings structure to a sprawling 
field and makes it one that is fun to study.” 
—Frederick Mosteller, Harvard University 
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“The book acquaints intelligent readers in 
general with both the merits and the pit- 
falls of presenting numerical data on matters 
in which practically everybody is interested, 
and the great skill with which this is done 
presumably explains the success of the book 
in the market . . . I found the book most 
enjoyable as well as very useful.”—William 
J. Fellner, Yale University 
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